
BPS is committed to Character Education

Honesty/Integrity ~ Respect/Kindness ~ Responsibility/Accountability ~ Positive Attitude

Friday, June 11, 2021

Dear BPS Community,

Today marked the end of a unique school year for students, staff and families in Birmingham Public

Schools. We remain proud of how our students demonstrated strong character, adaptability and growth

in the face of challenges and a multitude of changes. Last weekend, we were able to honor our

graduating seniors in a fashion reminiscent of life before COVID-19 with ceremonies at Maple Field

(Seaholm) and the Aretha Franklin Amphitheater (Groves).

In continuing with the momentum of a relatively conventional graduation season, we’d like to share with

families changes to mitigation measures beginning June 14 and affecting summer programming and fall

planning. While we await expected guidance for schools from the Michigan Department of Health and

Human Services, we anticipate and will enact relaxed measures moving forward. These include:

● Masks - Beginning Monday, June 14, 2021, masks indoors will be optional for fully vaccinated

individuals. Masks outdoors are optional for everyone, regardless of vaccination status.

Individuals may continue to wear a mask, should they choose to do so. At this time,

unvaccinated individuals will continue to wear a mask indoors. This practice will continue to be

reevaluated throughout the summer and relaxed as we are able.

● Physical distancing - Seating charts will be required in classrooms and at lunch to assist with

contact tracing. Students will very likely sit less than 3 feet apart to accommodate a full

student return.

● Contact Tracing - Contact tracing will still take place in the event of a positive case over the

summer and likely in the fall. Contact tracing was a part of epidemic health practice in public

schools prior to COVID-19 and will continue moving forward. Close contacts within 6 feet of a



positive case will need to quarantine for 10 days. Further direction may be released in

guidance from MDHHS by the end of the month. BPS will move to reduce quarantines and

quarantine timelines at our earliest opportunity.

● Clear to Go - Students and staff will need to continue the practice of completing a Clear to Go

or QR code screener prior to entering a BPS building / participating in a BPS-affiliated

program. We will continue to utilize daily COVID-19 screeners for students and staff that are

participating in a BPS-affiliated program over the summer. This practice will be reevaluated

throughout the summer.

● Temperature checks - Beginning June 14, daily temperature checks will not be required on site

for students, staff or visitors prior to entering a BPS building. Temperatures may be taken

should someone present with possible fever symptoms, as was pre-COVID practice.

Thermometers should still be available for administrative staff use in these cases.

● Visitors - Beginning with our summer programs, visitors will be permitted to enter the

building to drop off and pick up their students. Visitors should be encouraged to maintain

social distance between themselves and others while in the building. Visitors do not need to

complete a screener prior to entering a building for drop off and pick-up; they would only

need to complete a screener if they were going to be in the building for an extended period of

time (>15 minutes over a 24 hour period).

● Plexiglass - Plexiglass will be removed throughout the summer in preparation for the fall.

Plexiglass will be stored away in case it needs to be used again, but the plan is to not use it in

classrooms next year. The rolling plexiglass barriers will still be available for staff upon request.

● Again, our deep and eternal gratitude is extended to all of the students and staff members

who have worked diligently to make this year a healthy and welcoming one. Our goal is to

move forward with a plan to welcome students back this fall in a familiar, mask-optional way

with respect and grace for all within our community.

Sincerely,

BPS Central Leadership Team


